106    THE  USE  AND  ABUSE  O*1  THE  WOULD.
pure in heart, the expression of a meek and quiet spirit, the character of a child of God!
In your personal adornments hy all means think of that which is proper to your state of life, at least never to exceed it: but think not first of that. You may have been born to beauty, or rank, or wealth; but first you were born to image the grace and love of God. Think of the effect of your adornments upon yourself, in such matters as }rour love of praise, vanity, purity, simplicity, care for distinction. Consider its intention; observe its influence on others ; what sort of feelings you intend to inspire, what character you wish others to recognize in you! Is your dress and carriage in society such as will honour Christ ? Will it make men think, that with all your advantages of art, birth, youth, beauty, and wit, you have sold every other pearl, all you inherited and all you acquired, to win the one pearl of great price ?
O ladies, it was long ago the Virgin Mary lived, and times have changed, and fashions have come and gone; but, I believe, the hearts of true men have not changed UK to the nature they love to see true women have; and surely the heart of Jesus has never changed towards His Mother. The blessed Virgin is your model. She is, in God's judgment of womanly character,